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Spotlight of the Month: Emmanuel Sergakis
Our Associate Spotlight this month shines on Emmanuel (Mano) Sergakis, who has been at Valco since 
May 28, 2019. Mano is heading up the implantation team for our new ERP system. Mano comes to us with 
a wealth of manufacturing experience and expertise and we look forward to working with him on a num-
ber of projects in various manufacturing areas. 

Mano was born in Fairview Park, in northern Ohio, but soon after his family moved to 
Wintersville, Ohio. Wintersville is not far from Stubenville and is considered part of the 
Weirton-Stubenville, WV Ohio metropolitan area.  In 1978 when his family moved 
to Wintersville his dad opened a Greek restaurant. Mano and his family eventually 
relocated to Stubenville, as did his dad’s Greek restaurant, which after 41 years his fa-
ther is still operating six days a week, for three meals a day. Mano’s father left Greece 
working on a ship to pay for his passage to the states with $50.00 in his pocket. He 
left the ship in Buffalo, New York and when Mano’s mother was able to come to the 
states, they moved to Wintersville and have lived in the area ever since. 

Mano graduated from Indian Creek High School in Wintersville. During his high 
schools years he played football and spent many hours working in his dad’s restaurant. After high school 
graduation, Mano enrolled at the University of Akron majoring in mechanical engineering. He then trans-
ferred to Central Ohio Technical College in Newark, Ohio.

Mano started his full-time working career as a laser operator at Laserflex in Hillard. After several years at 
Laserflex, he spent the next six years at Ohio Laser starting as a CAD programmer and then advancing to 
become the general manager.  He then returned to Laserflex where he worked for the next 7 years. While 
at Laserflex he became the manager of the CAD/CAM department.

In June of 2012 Mano took a job with Rogue Fitness in Columbus as the lead designer of new products. In 
addition to designing new products, of which there were many, Mano was also involved with products and 
assorted items for the many CrossFit games that were taking place across the country. After 7 years with 
Rogue, we are very happy to have been able to hire Mano as part of our Valco Team.

During his non-working time, he enjoys riding motorcycles, restoring cars and gardening. He resides in 
Plain City with his partner, Sarah, who is a RN and nurse practioner. We look forward to Mano bringing 
his many years of design and fabrication expertise and experience to Valco and becoming a vital part of 
our Team and company.    

Dylan Johnson started on July 
22nd as part of  our production 
support department on first shift.

Tim Looper start-
ed on July 22nd as 
part of our welding 
department on first 
shift.

Steven Viers started on July 23 as 
part of our welding department on 
first shift. 

Valco has been manufacturing the Stretch Kits, seen 
below, for a number of years. These units are used 
to extend the length of the Frame Rails for a major 
North American Truck Manufacturer. The Kits con-
sist of a series of long and short replacement rails 
with the largest being 90” in length. There are Cross 
Member pieces and a Hardware Installation Kit in-
cluded.  The parts are made from high strength steel 
and are fabricated utilizing our laser cutting capabil-
ities, brake press forming and powder coating.

It is great having Dylan, Tim and Steven as part 
of our Valco Team and we look forward to work-
ing with them in the months and years ahead. 



  

Matt Johnson . . . . . . . . . .August 7th
Dave Denney . . . . . . . . . August 12th

We wish both Matt and Dave a 
great day on their special day and 
an even better year. Here’s hop-
ing you each have a year of good 
health, lots of laughs, and much 
personal and professional success. 
Wishing each of you a lot more 
birthday celebrations in the years 
ahead. 

Years of Service

Paul Blevins  .  .  .  . Aug . 8 .  .  .  . 9 Years!
Steven Queen . . .Aug. 10 . . 10 Years!!
Storm Shoemaker . .Aug.21. .2 Years
Charlotte Brickles .Aug. 26 . 7 Years!

We thank each of you for all you 
have done and continue to do 
for Valco and our many custom-
ers. Your many contributions are 
greatly appreciated, and we look 
forward to working with you in the 
months and years ahead.

Welcome Back

We are glad to welcome Dan Pen-
well back from his recent surgery 
and are happy everything went 
well for him. 
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Great Quotes
“Obstacles are the cost of greatness.”   Robin Sharma

“The place between your comfort zone and your dream is where 
life takes place.”   Helen Keller

“The only person you are destined to become is the person you 
decide to be.”   Ralph Waldo Emerson

“Blood, sweat and respect. The first two you give. The Last One 
you earn.”   Dwayne Johnson (The Rock)

“It’s your place in the world; it’s your life. Go on and do all you 
can with it and make it the life you want to live.”   Mae Jemison

The Springfield Rotary Club’s Annual 
Food Truck Rally will be taking place 
on Saturday, August 17th at Veterans 
Park. They are expecting 35 differ-
ent food trucks to go along with beer, 

wine, soft drinks and water sales. There will also be free enter-
tainment for most of the day and evening. This annual event is 
always a good time to be had by all and needless to say there will 
be plenty of good food. The dollars raised at this event help to 
support the many local community and international projects, 
as well as, college and nursing scholarships that the Springfield 
Rotary Club provides each year. To learn more about this up-
coming event you can go to their web page at http://springfield-
foodtruck.com.  

GRILL SAFETY SEASON
 

WAYS TO PREVENT GRILL FIRES:
• Use only outdoors, specifically away from your home, deck  
 railings, out from under eaves and over hanging branches
• Keep children and pets away. Enforce the 3 ft. grilling zone  
 rule
• Never leave your grill unattended
• Keep your grill clean

GRILLING FOOD SAFETY:
• Food is safe only after it has been heated to a high enough     
 temperature to kill harmful bacteria
• Toss out marinades and sauces that have touched raw meat
• Use clean utensils and a clean plate to remove cooked meat  
 from the grill
• Wash your hands with soap before  
 and after handling raw meat, poultry  
 and seafood

It’s hard to believe we will soon be 
celebrating Labor Day, which unfor-
tunately normally signals the end of 
summer. It seems like it just finally 
stopped raining every day. This year 
Labor Day will be celebrated on Mon-
day, September 2nd. It is a paid holi-
day for all full-time Valco Associates 
who have been with us for at least 90 
days. More to follow as we get closer 
to the Labor Day holiday.  


